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Why are We 
Here 

Today? 
? 

? ? 

Å To learn more about ISBE Family Engagement 
Framework guide and trainings through Foundational 
Services 

Å To learn how use the guiding principles to develop 
meaningful partnerships with families and enhance 
student outcomes.  

? 
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Why Do We 
Partner with 

Families? 

Family engagement is one of the pillars of the community 
school model.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When families, schools and communities partner on  
promoting learning and healthy development for all 
children, schools thrive and student outcomes increase.  
(Henderson & Mapp, 2002) Illinois State 

Board of Education 



Research shows that schools strong on 
the five essentials are ten times more 
likely to improve student learning than 
schools weak on the five essentials. 
 

(Blank, Berg, & Melaville, 2006; Bryk, et.al, 2010, and Marschall, 2006). 

Why Do We 
Partner with 

Families? 

Illinois State 
Board of Education 



Why Do We 
Partner with 

Families? 

USDE Provisions in the ESEA Act for family engagement 

include: 

¶Title I: Part A: Section 1118 

¶Title II 

¶Title III: Section 3302 

¶Title IV: Part B  (21st CCLC) 

¶IDEA 
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The law defines parental involvement ÁÓȟ ɄÔÈÅ 
participation of parents in regular, two-way, and 
meaningful communication involving student academic 
learning and other school activities including:  
 
Á!ÓÓÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȠ  
Á Being ÁÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ 

school;  
Á3ÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÆÕÌÌ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 

being included, as appropriate, in decision-making 
and on advisory committees to assist in the 
education of their child; and  

Á The carrying out of other activities such as those 
described in section 1118 of the ESEA Section 
9101(32).  
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Family 
Engagement 

in Title 1, 
Part A 

 



Compliance is the floor, not the ceiling 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
parents in regular, two-
way, and meaningful 
communication involving 
student academic learning 
ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ                         
Title 1, Part A, Section 1118 

Requirements for parental 
involvement throughout a 
majority of the Titles of 
NCLB, ESEA 

 

Research-based innovation; 
systemic, sustainable and 
integrated structures, belief 
systems and practices 

 

3ËÙȭÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÍÉÔȦȦ 
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Å Promote a welcoming environment, 
Å Address misconceptions that may be held by teachers and 

families about the role of family engagement, 
Å Use resources toward supporting increased family 

engagement, 
Å Understand the effect of children's home environment on 

their academic performance, 
Å Organize the program structure to encourage parent 

engagement, and 
Å Provide families with the information and tools to support 

their children's academic success 
 
 

  
(After School Alliance: 
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/issue_57_Parent_Engage
ment.cfm) 

Afterschool 
Programs 

Function as 
Á Ȱ"ÒÏËÅÒȱ 
Between 
Families 

and 
Schools 
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Family 
Engagement 
ÉÓȣ 

¶ȰA shared responsibility: Schools and other 
community agencies and organizations are 
committed to engaging families in meaningful 
and culturally respectful ways, and families are 
committed ÔÏ ÁÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
learning and developmentȱ ΅ 

¶Cradle to careerȡ Ȱ#ÏÎÔÉÎÕÏÕÓ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ Á ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ 
life, spanning from Early Head Start programs to 
ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÅÅÒ΅ 

¶Across contextsȡ Ȱ#ÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
children learnɂat home, in prekindergarten 
programs, in school, in afterschool programs, in 
faith-based institutions, and in community 
programs and activitiesȱ 
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What is 
Meaningful 

Family 
Engagement 

 

Parents, educators, and community members share 
responsibility for the academic, physical, social, 
emotional, and behavioral development of youth. Family 
engagement is fostered through a deliberate process that 
is embraced throughout the school. It empowers adults to 
jointly support student growth, addresses any barriers to 
learning, and ensures college and career readiness. 
Foremost, effective family engagement systems, policies 
and practices are mindful of diverse school-communities 
that are rich in language, culture, and school experiences. 
They are responsive to student and family needs.  
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Family engagement is seen as a core component of 
educational goals at every level of the system: 
national, state, intermediate service agencies, 
district, school classroom, home, and community. 

 

 

SYSTEMIC 

Weis, H.B, Lopez, M.E., Rosenberg, H. (2010) 
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Integrated 

Family engagement efforts are integrated across all 
educational areas and linked to student learning 
and healthy development. 

Weis, H.B, Lopez, M.E., Rosenberg, H. (2010) 
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Sustained 

A long-term commitment to family engagement by 
leadership is backed with adequate resources and 
infrastructure support.  

Weis, H.B, Lopez, M.E., Rosenberg, H. (2010) 
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Continuum 
of Family 

Engagement 

Copyright © 1982 by the Association for Supervision and Development.     
All rights reserved.  
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Barriers  

Parent engagement is not a single event but a process that 
evolves over time. Kathleen Hoover-Dempsey and her 
colleagues have identified three factors in determining 
parent involvement: 
 
ÅWhether parents believe they should play an active role in 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ 
self-efficacy for helping their children learn 

ÅWhether the school welcomes and invites their 
involvement 

Å7ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȭ ÌÉÆÅ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ɉÓÏÃÉÏÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎȟ 
knowledge, skills, time) supports involvement. 

Hoover-Dempsey, K, et. al, (2005) Why do Parents Become Involved? Research Findings and 
Implications. The Elementary School Journal, Volume 106, No. 2. University of Chicago 
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A Strategy  
to Build 
Strong 

Schools and 
Communities 

We need to see family engagement as a strategyɂwith 
the goal of supporting student achievement.  
 
Programs need to move ÂÅÙÏÎÄ Ȱrandom acts of parent 
ÅÎÇÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȱ ÓÏ that professional development 
supports a series of connected activities that, as a 
whole, can positively affect student learning. 
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http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vbyhao0FtaQ 

Stories from 
the Field 
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Framing  
Family 

Engagement 

 

ɆTo a shared responsibility 
&ÒÏÍ ÁÎ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÐÁÒÅÎÔȭÓ 

ÏÒ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒȭÓ ȰÊÏÂȱ 

ɆTo systemic approaches from cradle 
to career From random acts 

 

ɆTo results-driven From events 

ɆTo purposeful connections to 
learning From add-on services 

ɆTo focus on learning, improvement, 
accountability, and innovation From compliance 

 

ɆTo transparent data systems From limited data 
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What does a 
Community 

School-Family 
Partnership 
Look Like at 
ÉÔȭÓ "ÅÓÔȩ 
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