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Who? 

¾ UNIVERSITY 
·2 undergraduate classes of special education majors (53 students) 

·1 professor 

·1 liaison from the Chicago Teacher Education Pipeline 

¾ COMMUNITY: Auburn Gresham 
·Partner-Greater Auburn Gresham Development Corporation 

(GAGDC) 

¾ SCHOOLS 
·2 CPS schools 
ƺCook Elementary 

ƺSimeon Career academy 
·2 faculty coaches for Writers Never Die SLAM Poetry Team 

  



Community Partnerships 

¾Greater Auburn Gresham Development Corporation 

ƺHealth Education Transportation and Housing 

¾Community Schools 

¾ Auburn Gresham GOLD Schools 

·Royal 

·Auburn Gresham Camp 

·CVS 

 



Conventional vs. Community 

 

Binary, analog - system of delivery - 

Teachers teach and students learn.  

Community schools are akin to 

smart phones. Schools and 

communities connect, collaborate, 

and create. Children and families 

have an array of support.  



What? 

¾ Service Learning Project during the Spring 2015 Semester 
·mentorship through afterschool programming 

·Simeonôs Writers Never Die SLAM Poetry team served as mentors 

·Mentored junior high-aged students at Cook Elem. in order to help develop 
their leadership skills through spoken word  

·SLAM has become a way for students to find their voices, talk about their 
dreams, struggles, and personal experiences, and to be heard amongst 
their peers and the community. 

 



Why Was ROYAL so Successful? 

¾Mutual understanding around communication and 

accountability 

·Bi-weekly Skype meetings among professor (April), GAGDC 

rep (Sheenita), and CTEP rep (Valentina) 

·Use of Google Docs as ongoing communication and 

accountability tool 

 



Why was ROYAL so Successful? 

¾ Structured workshops 

with faculty/staff to help 

facilitate mentor/mentee 

collaboration 

¾ The connection we all 

engaged in with 

University, High School 

and Elementary school 

students 
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Why was ROYAL so Successful? 
¾ Structured workshops 

with faculty/staff/ 
(including GAGDC and 
CTEP reps) to help 
facilitate 
mentor/mentee 
collaboration 



Why was ROYAL so successful? 
¾ Buy-in and investment in the project by the undergraduate special 

education majors 


